Continuing education needs assessment: a brief report.
A needs assessment was conducted to quantify the need for, and the capacity to provide, public health continuing education in San Diego County, California. The study was conducted with the objective of developing public health continuing education courses to be offered by the San Diego State University Graduate School of Public Health (SDSU-GSPH) to address the unmet demands of local practitioners. Survey instruments were developed to separately assess the continuing education needs of public health practitioners and the capacity of SDSU-GSPH faculty to provide courses in San Diego County. The faculty survey was distributed to all full-time SDSU-GSPH faculty. Practitioner surveys were distributed to a systematic sample of divisions and subdivisions in the County of San Diego Department of Health Services. The overall survey response rates were 71% for faculty (22/31) and 40% for practitioners (190/470). Practitioners indicated a strong interest in several of the 64 specific course topics they were asked to rate. Reported faculty interest and capacity to teach continuing education courses appears to be limited. The analysis confirms a need to improve and increase SDSU-GSPH public health continuing education offerings. Further, our results suggest that external instructional resources will be needed to meet this educational demand.